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Members Present: 

David Mordasky, Chairman 

Myron Avery 

Deb Szemreylo 

Marty Abromaitis 

Ken Crary 

Karl Milikowski 

Don Bradway 

Steven Clark, Alternate 


Absent: Savannah Rummel, Student Representative 

Ron Houle, Liaison for Zoning and Planning Board 


Also Present: Steven Clark, Alternate 
Chris Joseph, Alternate 
David Perkins, Zoning Enforcement Officer for Town of Stafford 

Agenda: 
1. Call Meeting to Order, Establish Quorum, and Pledge Allegiance 
2. Review and approve minutes of Meeting May 24th, 2017 
3. Reports from commissioners concerning their areas of interest 
4. Old business, Results of presentation of "Agricultural Statement of Intent" to 
zoning board, June 13, 2017. 
5. New Business, Stafford Poultry Regulations. 
6. Public comments and input. 
7. Board discussion of agenda. 
S. Adjournment 

1. Call Meeting to Order, Establish Quorum, and Pledge Allegiance 

David Mordasky called meeting to order at 6:30pm. Quorum is established. Pledge 
allegiance was said. 

2. Review and approve minutes of Meeting May 24th, 2017 

Myron moved to accept the minutes, Ken Crary seconded the movement, all were in 
favor. 



3. Reports from commissioners concerning their areas of interest 

Deb Szemreylo area of interest was regulations in poultry. She showed 
concerns in 4H students being able to show their chickens and rabbits. She met with 
Dave Perkins on May 30th 2017, Dave Perkins pointed out that they are allowed in 
all zones except for A. Deb Szemreylo still showed concerns with town citizens 
calling the town and getting mis-information on regulations. See page 79 and page 
80. David Perkins comments that the graph pertaining to acre and animals were 
inserted in 2005. He also explained poultry is not technically considered livestock. 
Chairman Mordasky agrees that there needs to be clarity on differential between 
farming non-commercial and commercial farming. These are not defined in zoning 
regulations that are in the policies today. David Mordasky adds that poultry needs to 
be more defined and discussed so that it is less ambiguous. 

Marty Abromaitis interest was to find different products available in Stafford, 
plants, cattle and food products. She did not see anything online about sheep, llama, 
and rabbits. Lisa Houlahan (citizen) adds that you can check with the breeding 
association to get more information. Deb Szemreylo adds that there are more sheep 
farmers near Milikowski's old farm. 

Don Bradway interest is looking around Stafford, stopping and check in with 
a lot of farmers to communicate with them what they are doing on their farms. 
David Mordasky adds that he would like to talk to farmers and get communication 
to farmers, to see what they need and how we can best serve them as their board 
members. Marty Abromaitis suggests a farmers market statement and include a spot 
for people to write in their interest and comments for the Advisory Commission. 
Possibly even put up at the Dobson's and around town to collect emails and keep in 
contact with Agricultural Advisory Commission and what we are achieving. 

Ken Crary interest was in farm stands and signs. He decided to start with 
directional signs and farm signs and put together a draft. Under directional signs he 
measured and took an average of what he found throughout the town of Stafford. He 
started with four then moved it up to five when he found the feedback that that was 
not enough for the town of Stafford farmers. Dave Perkins offers up explanation to 
the regulations that are already in place on the size and number or the signs; in the 
current regulation they are required to be 300ft apart, page 64. Ken Crary attempted 
to separate directional signs and farm signs to clarify for the farmers of Stafford. Ken 
Crary offers up a draft and ideas that he put together for seasonal farm stands. Dave 
Perkins considers the farm stands on three different levels. 
1. A small stand, very minimal, old fashioned, under 150 sq. ft. 
2. Over 150 sq. ft - 650 sq. ft needs a permit and registration 
3. Over 650 sq. ft. is considered a "farm store" 
Chris Joseph adds that farm stand or store is from a state perspective based on 
duration. Ken Crary looking to expand and further describe big farm stand versus 
farm store. This type of clarity is required for traffic situations, noise complaints, 
and parking space. Marty Abromaitis said there is a law that if you did not grow it 
you have to write on the packaging. Ken Crary in his draft state's "At least 70% of 
gross sales shall be from agricultural goods produced by the owner's or lessee's 
farms." Ken Crary then asks for feedback on those percentages. Don Bradway 



suggests 51 % of your own then 49% within 20-mile radius. Myron Avery 
recommends just stating Connecticut grown. Chairman David Mordasky adds that 
because Stafford is so close to Massachusetts that we might need to consider some 
farmers that get their plants from Massachusetts. Ron Houle suggests that we 
double the radius to 40 miles. Chairman Mordasky confirms that we are going to 
come up with recommendations to present to the planning or zoning. 

4. Old business. Results of presentation of "Agricultural Statement of Intent" to 
zoning board, June 13,2017. 

David Mordasky reads agricultural statement of intent. David Perkins is here 
to help us come forward with recommendations to the zoning and planning board in 
the future. He offered to come forward with his database and map where the farms 
are and what type of farm they are. This would be an excellent resource for the 
Agricultural Advisory Commission. Chairman David Mordasky comments that 
forestland is still considered farm land. 

5. New Business; Stafford Poultry Regulations. 
Deb Szemreylo covered much of this information earlier in the meeting 

during conversation on commission's area of interest. 

6. Public comments and input. 

Stacy joseph had several questions for the board. Directed at Chairman Mordasky 
and Dave Perkins regarding farm stands, signage, and regulations on public notice. 

john Wilson had questions about the 10 feet set back, Dave Perkins added that it 
would be a traffic issue. This is an issue of line of sight. 

Chris Joseph suggested creating an "either or" regulation; 51 % or a radius 
regulation. 

Lisa Houlihan suggested that we leave it vague to say that just 51 % needs to be 
grown by you and then the rest can be grown or purchased anywhere else. 

john Wilson is in favor for the 51%, the rest being vague, suggested taking out 
Connecticut grown. 

Chairman David Mordasky closed public comment. 

7. Board discussion of agenda. 
Chairman Mordasky entertains the thought to create a Facebook group for 

individuals to give input and cannot be afraid to hear it. Chairman Mordasky read 
statement that he wants to be posted onto the Facebook page. Judith Mordasky 
(citizen) said that the Facebook page is all completed and put together and was just 
waiting for board members to get thoughts to move forward with publishing it. It is 



still activation. Don agrees that a group would good 
input. Carl Milikowski agrees, poultry people can get in touch with 
that may be to come forward 

Szemreylo suggests we still consider 

a regulation roosters in Stafford. 

Mansfield Center a that 


student none of these regulations is something we 
can moving forward. 

rewriting draft of and meet Perkins before next 
Agricultural Advisory Commission motions to be made. Don Bradway asked to 
have a copy of it before next meeting to have a chance to it over. 

Deb Szemreylo working on wants to work on with Savannah 
Rummel. Mordasky in some other towns the regulations 
that all 4H are except regulations. Deb states again 
regulations are unclear for roosters. would like to together with more 
clarity. 

Marty wants on what to do next. Chairman Mordasky 
suggests and talking to them about where supplies and how 
they do communicating with them what the Agricultural Advisory 

to accomplish. 

8. Adjournment 

Myron moves we adjourn. seconds motion. Meeting 
adjourned at 

Respectfully 

O&~~ 
Deb Szemreylo 


